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Duchess Aleana Melora of Eniva, future queen of Halvaria, is resigned to the gilded cage of her life,

facing a loveless marriage to Tallak, the prospective king, and struggling under the pressure to carry

on the family name despite her wish to find a woman to love.When her convoy is attacked on the

journey to Tallak's palace, Aleana is saved by her guard, Ori, only to discover her people have

turned against her and joined forces with the kingdom of Dakmor, Halvaria's greatest enemy. Her

only hope is to reach Tallak, but she and Ori donâ€™t make it far before another attack and an

unlikely rescue by Kahira, a Dakmoran woman banished from her kingdom for reasons she is

hesitant to share.Though Kahira is marked as a criminal, Aleanaâ€™s heart makes itself known.

Aleana is facing danger and betrayal at every turn, and she fears giving in to her desires will mean

she will enter her marriage knowing exactly the kind of passion she will never have as the Halvarian

Queenâ€”if she survives long enough to be crowned.
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Absolutely lovely, quiet but fast-paced fantasy F/F YA. The story revolves around Aleana, a



duchess destined to be queen; Ori, her loyal and hardheaded guard who protects Aleana after an

attack on her convoy; and Kahira, a foreign woman marked as a criminal.I'm really disappointed in

myself for not reading this sooner - I read the first 2/3 in one sitting, I was so consumed by the

details, the action, the characters. The ending happens rather suddenly, but it's satisfactory.

Definitely enough to make me want to read the next book!

This is the debut fantasy novel by Sara Gaines. It is independent published, well-written and

proof-read and an interesting read. BUT the end comes and as a reader I felt that nothing was really

resolved ... the triumph of the wicked and a questionable survival of the "white knight" so to speak

seems incomplete. So I suspect a series is planned ... as a reader I would love to know that

beforehand. And BTW about 7 $ for about 150 pages and an unknown author is IMO over the top.
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